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PRFSinFNT’S MESSAGE 

Overwhelming!! Your response to the restarting of the Colorado- 
Wyoming Numismatic Association has been far greater than any of us 
were hoping for. We weren’t sure how the previous membership would 
react to our reactivation. To our amazement, Life member response has 
been over 75% in favor of the new CWNA. Several life members even 
gave the $5 membership fee! We’ll try not to let you down. We’ve 
expanded our members to 12 states and we’re growing. With our sud¬ 
den growth one of the only tangible assets that many members receive 
is our newsletter, so we’re looking for authors. Please submit an arti¬ 
cle to Bill Rosenblum. From ancients to modem double-die cents, we 
need it all. It’s a good place to have your first article published. 
Sharpen your pencil. 

The best experiences of my short presidential commitment has been 
visiting the different coin clubs. I’ve been able to visit 7 clubs in 
Colorado so far. Wyoming will be in June and more in Colorado soon. 
Each club is very different, from business to the fun stuff. The person¬ 
alities are great, as are visiting and learning about local numismatics 
and numismatists. One of the reasons we are publishing the informa¬ 
tion about each coin club is so it will be easier to visit the other clubs. 
When you visit, take the best aspects of the other club back to your 
club and add a little spice to your next meeting. A little change never 
hurt anyone. 

We also need to get our clubs a touch more to the young numismatist. 
We need to keep the kids involved. The Denver Coin Club does a great 
thing by having a separate YN drawing. The future of the hobby will 
someday be in their hands. 

If you can, please try to make our next meeting in Colorado Springs on 
July 8th. Come by and say hello. I’m the short blond guy in my early 
30’s. I might even have have my daughter with me at the show and our 
meeting. She’s only 2 1/2 but we’re grooming her to be a coin collec¬ 
tor already. I’ll see you soon. 

President, CWNA 

NEXT BOARD MEETING 

A board meeting of the CWNA will take place on Saturday July 8th at 5:00 PM 
in conjunction with the Colorado Springs Coin Show in the Rustic Hills Mall 
at the southeast comer of Palmer Park and Academy Blvd in Colorado Springs. 
This will be a general board meeting with an emphasis on our CWNA show in 
1996. Everyone is invited to attend. 

DID YOU KNOW 

CWNA membership consists of 4 former ANA board members, but only one 
of those lives in either Colorado or Wyoming. In addition one candidate for the 
current ANA board is a life member of CWNA, although he doesn’t live in 
Colorado. There are at least two ex residents of Colorado who are running for 
ANA board, but are not CWNA members (at least as of the last membership 
list) and one current Colorado resident who is running for the board and who 
is not an ANA member. Now you know. 


BRTTTSH TRADE DOLLARS. OVERDATES & 

ALTERED DIES 

by Don Koontz 

The British Trade Mlar was minted in3 mints overaperiod of 41 years. Contrary to die style 
of many other trade dollars it carried die name of no country, though it certainly was not 
anonymous due to its design Larger in diameter than the U.S. trade dollar; it was lighter and 
earned less silver, but it wasn’t in competition, since it wasn’t minted until 1895. 

The can was .900 fine silver, with .7800 ounces of actual silver The design carried the words 
one dckxar in 3 languages and showed a helmetEd lady warrior with trident spear and tall 
shield, easily identified as Britannia by die British ‘colors’ of the shield, standing in fiont of 
die sailing vessel. 

The production of cans was almost entirely in India, mosdy at Bombay, but the languages 
left no doubt about its intended circulation The legend one was to the left of die trident, and 
doiaar to the right of Britannia on the obverse. The reverse contained a barely disguised 
cross of the patee style containing the Chinese ideogram lor ‘one dollar’ in the verticals and 
the Malay (Arabic) script fa- ‘one dollar’ in the horizontals. A center circle contained a styl¬ 
ized Chinese character fa ‘laigevity’. Both sides were bordered with what is often consid¬ 
ered a Greek style border, but is of a style similar to a continucus cloud and thunder pattern 
and closdy related to the imperial Chinese symbol of distinction.The design was definitely 
a classic blend of West and East. 

Though the period of productioi covered 40 years, the number of years of can production 
was oily 24. Coins were produced at Bonbay in 22 years, in 3 of those years some coins had 
no mintmark making 25 Bombay minted coins to collect In 3 years the Calcutta mint also 
produced coins, and the coins were produced in Lraidon in 2 years, giving a total of thirty 
ooins to collect 

It is known that millions of the cons were melted down fa silver by the oriental clients, but 
Me can be sure as to what remains of the original mintage. Many counterfeits also exist as 
well as imitations fa use as jewelry. Total mintage was less than 290 milliai and possible 7.5 
million were melted by the minis. Where does that leave the collector? 

If you are looking for a short series to collect and are willing to collect in Fine grade, you car 
collect all but two of the main thirty varieties at anywhere from $ 10 to $20 each A single 
BU type piece can be had fa $40-$50, probably a 1911B a a 1930 (London). Collect bot 
of these and add a 19G2C at $150 fa a three<dn mint set 



tie 192 IB, listed now at $15,000, though -where that figure came from is like many anothe 
mystery. 


For the frustrated, almost-completed collecta there are numerous special proof strikes an 
restrikes: after all, these cons woe mostly struck by tire Indian mints, famous fa their specit 
sinkings. Around 34 a 35 proof strikings are known in both silver and gold. These run from 
$700 to $7500 each, and may be difficult to find, though none of them are unique. Th 
restrikes have the bri^itest finish, but are from rust-pitted dies, so they are easy to identify! 

The ‘DIE-ed’ in the wool variety collecta can aim fa the fifteen currently-known overdat 
varieties. These range from $30 to $100 in Fine to $50 to $700 in uncirculated, mostly net 
the bottom of the ranges. 

Now that isn’t too bad a set to collect, is it? A beautiful design, a crown-sized coin, silver (an 
gold), circulation strikes and poof strikes (and restrikes), common to rare. In all, only 80 coir 
to concern yourself with, and room fa lots of tall stories as well as potential new discoverie 
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DTD YOU KNOW? 

Notes about CWNA members: ( A thank you to our Secretary- 


Treasurer, Bob Davis) 

Approximate membership 120 

Colorado 67 

Wyoming 19 

Nebraska 7 

California 4 

Arizona, Texas 3 

Florida 2 


Other States with at least one member: Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio, 
Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Montana, New Mexico and Nevada. 

Now you know. 

Another interesting fact of little or no importance. Your editor and 
Peter Huntoon of Laramie, Wyoming are from the same small town in 
New Jersey (West Orange) although we didn’t know each other at the 
time. West Orange may be a bit more famous as being home to both 
Charles Edison and Amos Alonzo Stagg. Both of us moved from New 
Jersey to me Rocky Mountains (your editor had stops in between, Fm 
not sure about Peter). Numismatists can’t be all dumb to make that 
move. 

Now you know 

HISTORIAN WANTED 

We’re looking for someone who has intimate knowledge or interest in 
CWNA history. This individual should be willing to compile and pos¬ 
sible publish the history of the CWNA from our inception in 1952 until 
the present. We’re also looking for old (and new) photos pertaining to 
the CWNA. Anyone who knows of any early documents of the 
CWNA, please photocopy them and forward them to our P.O. Box or 
any board member. We would especially like someone to give us an 
oral or written history lesson. After all, history is what it’s all about. 

CWNA 1996 CONVENTION UPDATE 

The general show chairman for our upcoming CWNA convention is 
Jerry Morgan. As past-president, on behalf of the CWNA, Jerry signed 
a contract with the Marriot DTC (formerly the Sheraton DTC), to hold 
our convention and show. It will be held the week preceding the ANA’s 
105th anniversary convention in Denver in August of 19S6. Stay tuned 
for details. DTC is the Denver Tech Center by the way. 

PROGRAM SPEAKER-EXCHANGE COORDINATOR WANTED 

I’m not sure what you should call it, but both your editor and your pres¬ 
ident thought up this idea independentiy of each other. Do great minds 
think alike or what. As I mention below, Colorado and Wyoming con¬ 
tain some of the most well known and knowledgeable numismatists in 
the country. Many of them are more than happy to share their knowl¬ 
edge and enthusiasm with others. At the same time many of our clubs 
have exhausted their roster (or think they have) of speakers and are 
looking for someone new to present a program at their meetings. 
Ideally the CWNA would like someone to volunteer to coordinate a list 
of speakers with clubs that are looking for speakers. If you think you 
would like to do this, please contact Tom Hallenbeck at 719-634-3313. 

Until a coordinator is found your editor will volunteer to keep a list of 
speakers as well as clubs looking for speakers (or program presen¬ 
ters?). If you would like to present a program, please contact me with 


the subject or subjects you can present a program on, as well as the 
advance time you might need and the distance you are willing to trav¬ 
el. For instance Bill Rosenblum will present programs on Biblical 
coins. Odd & Curious money and the coins of the Holyland from 
ancient to modem times, as well as general talks on ancient & world 
coins. He needs at least two weeks advance time and will travel up to 
two hours from Denver. Let’s here from other volunteers. 

NOTES FROM YOUR EDITOR 

1st of all I want to thank all of you for your encouraging wads about our first 
newsletter. I’m glad someone is out there reading. We had hoped to get at least two 
newsletters out in 1995 and the way things are going we should get at least three 
and perhaps four fa-1996.1 was going to call this the spring newsletter, but what 
with the weather we’re having (18 inches of snow here on May 17) this is just 
another winter editiai. 

I especially want to thank Don Koontz fa- actually sitting down and writing an arti¬ 
cle. Thanks Don and yes, British Trade Dollars are a fun area to collect Colorado 
and Wyoming are home to many of the world’s most famous numismatists as well 
as hundreds of knowledgeable, yet not nearly as well known fellow hobbyists. In 
addition, many CWNA members who don’t live here, are also well versed in spe¬ 
cific areas of knowledge and perhaps they will send us an article a two. I hope I 
can count on at least one article pa issue, so please send them in a you may be 
bothered by my persistent phone calls. You may be bothered anyway, who knows. 

Your article does not have to be technical a even about a specific subject Tell us 
how you got started collecting, a funny stay about numismatics a a remembrance 
about a friend a a coin. 

We had hoped to have this newsletter out last month, but our president and many 
otha deala membas were tied up trying to get the Colorado legislature to reinstate 
the exemption on sales tax fa coins and bullion. The Colorado Professional 
N umismatic Association (CPNA) was successful in getting both houses of the leg¬ 
islature to overwhelmingly pass the measure. The bill is now sitting on Govema 
Roma’s desk awaiting his signature. It will become law automatically in early June 
if he doesn’t sign it It is possible, although unlikely, that A may veto it, as it passed 
with large pocentages of both Democrats and Republicans voting fait Howeva 
it would give air hobby mae visibility if it was signed by the Govema, especial' 
ly in a public coemony. If you haven’t already done so, please call a write th 
Govema’s office asking him to sign the bifl. This will make it cheapa fa you ti 
buy coins here in Colorado and keep your local coin deala happy. 

Speaking of dealers I would like the next issue of the CWNA newsletter to contaii 
advertisements, If you -are interested in advertising, please eonlacLme^ At th 
monent I have no idea of what are rates will be, but they won’t be expensive 
Camera ready copy only please. Attention dealers (and others): At the bottom oi 
the previous page is an application fa membaship in the Colorado-Wyoming 
Numismatic Association. Please make copies and leave it in your shop fa you 
customas. I am a mail oda deala and I will send a copy to all on my mailing list 
Those of you who attend coin clubs, please bring copies of the application to you 
coin club. According to Bob Davis we have about 120 membas, I would hope b\ 
the end of the year we could have closa to 200. 

Speaking of membership I’m amazed at how many of the ANA bigwigs who live 
in Colorado Springs are not members of the CWNA Most of us cur happy to sup 
port the ANA but I think that they could also support us. Membership is only $5 
so that’s the easy part I would hope that they would also contribute their other tal 
ents as welL 


Bill Rosenblum, CWNANewsletta Edita 

PO. Box 355, Evergreen CO 80439. PH-303-8384831, FAX 303-838-1213 







